THE  REGENERATION  OF  BRITAIN

power and the reassertion of French influence have profoundly
changed the Western alliance. Whatever one may think of de
Gaulle's authoritarian domestic tendencies and his inflated
identification of his own personality with that of a renascent
France, French diplomacy is felt everywhere in the world.
Painful as it is for us to admit it, France is today infinitely
more influential in the world than we are. Britain seems to
stand for nothing clear and plain. It is halting in its relations
with Russia, ambiguous to China, neutralist in Africa, nega-
tivist at the United Nations and bereft of any policy for
Europe. All the opportunities created by the new Europe are
being missed.

It is not so hard to see the outlines of a policy that would
make sense in Europe. As the longer range missiles come into
operation, the need for forward nuclear bases diminishes, and
technological disengagement coupled with an agreement
against the spread of nuclear weapons opens up a real oppor-
tunity for the discovery of a common interest between Eastern
and Western Europe* An Anglo-Polish initiative to summon a
pan-European conference to discuss European affairs would be
well worth serious consideration. It would be welcomed by the
Scandinavians, pleasing to the East Europeans, and reassuring
to those in Western Europe who would like to see Russian
military influence diminishing. Moreover, it would be a real
Euixjpe and not the narrow, affluent, technocratic Europe of
the Six.

Throughout the long negotiations for Britain's entry to the
Common Market I never fdt a European of the kind that
Lord Gladwyn and his cohorts wore trumpeting about on
every Establishment platform and in the intellectual maga-
zines* Of course the idea of a Franco-German rapprochement
was worthwhile, and even mofving. Of course the notion of
national economic autarky was out of date. But the rapproche-
ment that I wanted to see would have had to include recon-
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